
Carbon monoxide (CO) is a colorless, odorless, poisonous  
gas produced by fuel-burning appliances and machines. 

The "Invisible" Killer

Every year, more than 100
people in the U.S. die from

unintentional carbon
monoxide exposure.

Common CO Sources:
- Attached garage
- Gas appliances (including furnace/water heater)
- Fireplace 
- Kerosene heater
- Generator
- Charcoal grill

CO Clues:
- Rusting/water streaking on vent or chimney
- Loose or missing furnace panel
- Debris or soot falling from chimney/fireplace/appliances
- Loose masonry on chimney
- Moisture inside windows

Proper installation, operation, and
maintenance of CO sources are the most

important factors in reducing the risk of
co poisoning.

Reduce Your CO Risk by Never:
- Leaving a car running in the garage
- Running a generator in the home/garage/crawlspace
- Burning a charcoal in an enclosed space
- Using a gas range, oven, or dryer for heating

Carbon Monoxide

Monitor Your CO Risk:
- Install battery-operated or plug-in, battery back-up CO alarms
- Install one alarm per level in the hallway near each bedroom or
   sleeping area
- Alarms should be placed at least five feet away from a CO source


